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The foiled sport 
NICK KHATTAR 
SPORTS EDITOR 

It's rumoured to be Dalhousie's 
oldest sports club, and the sport it­
self is one of the oldest forms of com­
bat: Duelling, or fencing, as it is more 
commonly known. 

Watching the small but mighty 
group ofDal fencers hone their skills, 
they hardly look anything like centu­
ry old saber yielding, street fighting 
Dukedoms, but more like spry mod­
ern day foil-swinging Tigers. 

Like all clubs at Dal the Fenc­
ing club is open to all students, but 
unlike most other clubs, there is no 
membership fee, says club President 
Devin Monajem. 

"We provide all the necessary 
gear and equipment so you don't 
have to worry about much except 
for showing up," says Monajem, who 
has been president for a year and has 
been fencing since he was 10. 

For a sport that is based around 
the use of what was considered the 
deadliest weapon of its time, the fate 
of Dal's fencing club hangs in the 
air. With president Devin Monajem 
already graduated and no new presi­
dent yet in the works, members aren't 
sure where club will be in the fu ture. 
For now, the club lives for its seven or 
eight regulars. 

Monajem says it all started af­
ter he saw a fencing presentation 
in Toronto, which then sparked his 
passion to become a "Knight of the 
Round Table." 

He says when he was 16 the fenc­
ing in Toronto was quite strong, but 
feels that Nova Scotia and the Mari­
times now have a stronger scene and 
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The fencing club isn't just about friends dueling over the rights to the last can 
of Campbell's Chunky. 

that fencing here at Dal helped him 
get to know himself a little better. 

Marc Lelacheur isn't a Dal stu­
dent, but that doesn't mean he isn't 
into "epic duelling," which he says is 
his favorite part about fencing. 

Andrey Kostylev, a third-year en­
gineering student at Dal agrees that 
"epic duelling- learning to du,el and 
throw down a glove,'' is what attract­
ed him to the sport. 

The Dal Fencing Club isn't just 
about friends dueling over the rights 
to the last can of Campbell's Chunky. 

Just ask 16-year-old Penelope 
Buote, who is currently ranked 19th 
in the country in the under 20 divi­
sion, and 13th in the under 17 divi­
·ion. She's been yielding a foil since 
she was ll, and has her sights set on 

making the national team when she 1 

turns 19. 
The smooth-handed athlete says 

the sport is very physical, but that 
she likes the mental aspect of the 
sport. 

"It's kind of like chess," she says. 
The only other competitive 

fencer in the club, a sparing mate of 
Buote's, is Eric Dilcher, a Grade 12 
high school student. 

Dripping in sweat after a back 
and forth match against the barely 
five-feet-tall Buote, Dilcher says 
he got into the sport after his best 
friend's father introduced him to it. 
Now, six years later, Eric is ranked 
first in the country in the under 17 
division. 
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Paralympic power 

NICK KHATT AR 
SPORTS EDITOR 

The 2008 Beijing Summer 
Olympics may have just ended 
but the best part has only recently 
begun. Saturday Sept. 6 marked 
the opening ceremony of the 2008 
Summer Paralympics, which in­
volved 320 hearing-impaired 
dancers clad in magnificent white 
dresses moving magically to the 
vocal of a blind singer. 

As I watched from a crappy 
television set in the Winnipeg 
Greyhound station, I was incred­
ibly inspired to see gold medalist 
Hou Bin lighting the torch. 

The one-legged wheelchair 
track and field athlete used a pul­
ley system to ascend 100 metres, 
hand over hand, to ignite the flame 
cauldron. 

This is why I love the Paralym­
pics much more passionately than 

the regular Olympics: Here we see 
people achieving feats at an inter­
national skill level while doing so 
with some form of mental or physi­
cal disability. 

Perhaps more fiercely com­
petitive than the Olympics, th~ 

Paralympics demand physical and 
mental discipline and performance 
far beyond the limitations of non­
disabled athletes. 

Sport science has become vast­
ly more interested and involved in 
the area of "sport for and including 
persons with disability." The grow­
ing interest and work into this area 
of sport science means that we 
might see the performance of dis­
abled athletes intensify exponen­
tially in the future. 

This is a bit of a scary and 
mind-boggling when you consider 
that the skill level of these athletes 
is already incomprehensible by the 
average person. 

I mean, just think about it. 
Have you ever tried doing anything 
with even the slightest debilitating 
injury? Ifl sprain a finger I am bed­
ridden for days, pleading for some­
one to spoon-feed me. 

The Paralympic athletes are on 
par with the heroes of my child­
hood; blind swimming, sitting vol­
leyball? As if Bravestar or the Lone 
Ranger could have pulled these 

things off. 
Have you ever tried swimming 

full force as fast as you can with 
your eyes closed, knowing full well 
that there is a concrete wall some­
where in front of you? Are you kid­
ding me? 

These athletes are to Olympic 
sport what Stephen Hawking is to 
universal physics. 

The Paralympics were born in 
1948 when Sir Ludwig Guttmann or­
ganized a sporting competition in­
volving Second World War veterans 
with spinal chord injuries. In Rome 
in 1960, Olympic-formatted games 
were organized for athletes with dis­
abilities and dubbed the Paralym­
pics. In 1976 the first Paralympics 
Wmter Games were held in Sweden. 

Today, the summer Paralympics 
Games includes more than 4,000 
athletes from 148 countries, com­
peting in 20 sports and battling for 
gold medals in 472 events. 

Team Canada consists of 143 
athletes and 120 coaches, with a 
goal to rank within the top five in 
the medal count. 

So next time you are flipping 
the channels, and are about scoff 
at the Paralympics, just remember 
that those "disabled" athletes are 
performing at a level you and I can 
only fantasize about, and they are 
kicking ass at it . 
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Vikram Rai argues against children's advertising at last week's Sodales de· 
bate. 

Dal debates 
DYLAN MATHIAS 
SPORTS CONTRIBUTOR 

They may not have landed a goal 
with a satisfying thud in the back 
of a net, but Andrew McCoom and 
Vikram Rai feel like they scored a 
game-winner. 

That's because the duo won the 
first debate of the year Sept. 11 with 
the Dalhousie Debating Society, also 
known as Sodales. The debate may 
have been what's known as a 'show 
debate', but the atmosphere of room 
206 of the Life Sciences Centre didn't 
lack any competition. The topic: Re­
stricting children's advertising. 

McCoom started it off, linking 
the topic of 1970s rock band AC/DC 
to children's advertising, arguing ad­
vertising should be restricted to very 
specific forums. 

"(Children) are incredibly sus­
ceptible to being taxed and told to 
buy things. 'This candy's going to 
taste great, this pop is going to taste 
great'. They want to have it for them­
selves because they think this is im­
portant; they're incredibly suscep­
tible,'' he told the audience. 

"We think, morally, this is not 
that different from walking into an 
AA (Alcoholics Anonymous) meet­
ing and saying 'Who wants a drink, 
guys?'" 

Allison O'Bryne struck back for 
the opposition, challenging that the 
'pro' side was fear mongering and 

: DEBATE SUMMARY: 

PROPOSING SIDE: 
Andrew McCoom 
Vikram Rai 

OPPOSING SIDE: 
Allison O'Bryne 
Gavin Charles 

- - -

that it might be beneficial to adver­
tise to children, or even to parents. 

"Why shouldn't condoms be ad­
vertised to children from the age of 
11 or 12 years old? This is the time 
when they're going to begin sex­
ual education is schools," argued 
O'Bryne. 

That point went over well with 
judge Jon Dulong, who said "children 
don't get everything that they want 
and I thought that that was what has 
made the most sense so far." 

He also would have liked a little 
more consideration of the impact of 
children on the economy and criti­
cized 'pro' side member Rai for his 
argument that Canada could set a 
good example by restricting adver­
tising. "I didn't buy your construc­
tion at all .. . it just seemed corny." 

Dulong commended the oppos­
ing side's Gavin Charles for his point 
that peers are the biggest influences 
among children. While Charles' peer 
pressure point was important for his 
argument, it wasn't enough to win 
the debate. 

Judge Laura Townsend criticized 
the opposition for not clearly identi­
fying who the consumer was. "At one 
point they were saying 'well, children 
are consumers,' and then at another, 
'children aren't consumers,' and at 
another point they're saying 'well, 
parents act as filters, so parents are 
the consumers' ... and those things 
kind of confl ict with one another." 

ORDER OF SPEAKERS: 
Andrew McCoom (7:06) 
All1son O'Bryne (6:24) 
Vikram Rai (7:20) 
Gavin Charles (10:11) 
Andrew McCoom (3:18) 
Total Debate Time (38:18) 
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