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Merger announced between 
DSU and KSU 
HATTIE HILKENSTEIN 
UNDERCOVER KING'S STUDENT 

The Dalhousie Student Union 
and the King's Students' Union 
have finally reached an end to the 
mudslinging: the two unions have 
merged to form a single union. 

The deal for the new Awesome 
Student Union (ASU) was reached 
through a collaborative effort from 
would-be incoming DSU President 
Casey linden and would-be incom-
ing KSU President Karen Konnely. 
Neither of the two was a clear winner 
in a series of seven arm-wrestling 
matches -to determine which union 
would overtake the other, so this was 
the only viable route to ensure prop-
er student governance. 

Both would-be incoming presi-
dents are now out of jobs - the ASU 
is set to be collectively run. 

"I totally hoped something like 
this would happen. I wasn't sup-
posed to tell you that!" laughs lin-
den. "Everyone was saying how I, 
like, wasn't ready for the job because 
I've only ever organized fundraisers 
at The Grawood. I've never even read 
the DSU constitution before!" 

Konnely wasn't quite so easygo-
ing, but says she sensed something 
was up when, in the first of two 
rounds of KSU elections, "Re-Open 
Nominations" beat her out. 

"I quit my job at CFS-NS (Cana-
dian Federation of Students Nova Sco-
tia), and then they kick me out? I didn't 
even have a say in this," says Konnely. 
"This is disappointing. This is discrim-
inating. This is unfair to me." 

Outgoing DSU President Ike 
Mipping broke out in fits of giggles 
for a good 15 minutes when he heard 
the news. 

"Well, you can't win 'em all," says 
Mipping. "This kind of makes us 
Russia." 

Former KSU President Dan-
iel Jeremy, famous for his "No Dal" 
campaign and for setting up a King's 
bookstore so that King's students 
could avoid setting foot in the SUB, 
was slightly distressed when the 
merger was announced. 

"All my efforts to make King's 
special have gone to waste," says Jer-
emy. "But at least the new communal 
structure still has the hippie sprit we 
strive for here at King's. I didn't mean 
Hegel's big 'S' Spirit, there. Philoso-
phy jokes are for The Watch." 

There will be no constitution for 

the ASU, to ensure no preferential 
treatment for either student group. 
Executive members for societies will 
not be voted in. Instead, candidates 
will play along to Jeopardy games on 
television and the winner will take 
the position he or she is vying for. 

One student, who wished not to 
say which student union she was 
part of originally, thinks this is a 
great idea for all students. 

"What does it matter if we're To-
ronto kids or Toronto kids pretend-
ing not to be from Toronto? It's all 
the same, really." 

Dal proposes Ontario 
Embassy on campus 
DICK GHEYT AR 
STAFF DAL STUDENT 

.Dalhousie students will go to the 
polls next week to vote on the con-
struction of an Ontario Embassy on 
campus. 

The referendum, which the uni-
versity has conveniently organized 
to occur in late spring when most 
Ontario students will flee to their 
out-of-province homes, is expected 
to result in a landslide 'yes.' The em-
bassy would see the construction of 
a 100,000-square-foot gated enclo-
sure, right where the Dawgfather 
now sells his delicious, blessed, bar-
becued treats. 

The Dal Ontarians Organization 
for Student Haligonians (DOOSH) 
has been lobbying for years to get a 
space dedicated solely to the needs 
of Ontario students. 

There are plans for the building 
to house its very own Split Crow, 
where it will be happy hour every 
hour. There are also plans to include 
a Lululemon store, an Uggs boutique 
and a Fancy Big Sunglass Hut. 

"We really feel strongly that On-
tario students need a place exclu-

sively for themselves where they can 
interact with other Ontario students, 
and not have to worry about the lo-
cal riff-raff touching them," says 
DOOSH President Aly Coy. 

The province and the university 
have decided to go back on their 
promise to increase funding to N.S. 
students' bursaries and instead will 
be using the money to fund the con-
struction elf the new Ontario Em-
bassy, which will cost roughly $12 
million. 

The decision to relocate the 
funding formerly earmarked for N.S. 
students in order to build what the 
university's marketing department 
is calling "Halifax's largest multi-
cultural haven for wealthy youth" 
makes sense in the long run, says 
Dal President Tim Travis. 

"In an ideal world, we would give 
away money to all students. But re-
alistically we have to do what is most 
financially viable - students from 
Ontario," says Traves. "Let's face it -
Nova Scotia is a dying province. We 
have to cut our losses and focus on 
pulling in more and more attractive 
Ontarian immigrants. That's what 
the embassy will achieve." 

Make a WOrld Of difference 


